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as it is writt enH  in the Torah, i.e., the Tetragrammaton, and in the 
country they use its substitute name of Lordship. In the country, 
the priests lift  their hands so they are aligned with their shoul-
dersH  during the benediction. And in the Temple they lift  them 
above their heads,H  except for the High Priest, who does not lift  
his hands above the frontplate.B  Since the Tetragrammaton is 
inscribed on it, it is inappropriate for him to lift  his hands above it. 
Rabbi Yehuda says: Even the High Priest lift s his hands above 
the frontplate, as it is stated: “And Aaron lift ed up his handsN  
toward the people and blessed them” (Leviticus : ).

gemara Th e Sages taught: Th e mitzva given to the 
priests: “So you shall bless the children of 

Israel” (Numbers : ), is that they bless them in the sacred 
tongue,H  Hebrew. Do you say that the benediction must be recited 
in the sacred tongue, or perhaps it may be recited in any lan-
guage? Th e baraita answers: It is stated here, with regard to the 
Priestly Benediction: “So you shall bless,” and it is stated there, 
with regard to the blessings and curses: “Th ese shall stand on 
Mount Gerizim to bless the people” (Deuteronomy : ). Th ere 
is a verbal analogy between these two usages of the word “bless”: 
Just as there, the blessings and curses were recited in the sacred 
tongue, as stated above ( a), so too here, the Priestly Benediction 
is recited in the sacred tongue.

Rabbi Yehuda says: It is not necessary to derive this from a verbal 
analogy, as it says with regard to the Priestly Benediction: “Th us,” 
which means that it is not recited correctly unless they recite it in 
this exact language, as it is writt en in the Torah.

It is taught in another baraita: “So you shall bless,” means while 
standing.H  Do you say that the benediction must be recited while 
standing, or perhaps it may even be recited while sitt ing? It is 
stated here: “So you shall bless,” and it is stated there, with regard 
to the blessings and curses: “Th ese shall stand on Mount Gerizim 
to bless.” Just as there, the blessing was recited while standing, so 
too here, the priests must recite the Priestly Benediction while 
standing.

Rabbi Natan says: It is not necessary to derive this from a verbal 
analogy, as it says in the verse: “At that time the Lord separated the 
tribe of Levi to bear the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, to stand 
before the Lord to minister to Him and to bless in His name” 
(Deuteronomy : ). Just as a priest performs the Temple service 
while standing,H N  so too, he blesses while standing. Th e Gemara 
asks: And from where do we derive that he performs the service 
itself while standing? As it is writt en: “To stand to minister in the 
name of the Lord” (Deuteronomy : ).
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ִדיָנה  ּמְ ּבַ ִכיּנּויֹו;  ּבְ  – ִדיָנה  ּוַבּמְ ְכָתבֹו,  ּכִ
ְתֵפיֶהן,  ֶנֶגד ּכִ ִאים ֶאת ְיֵדיֶהן ּכְ ּכֲֹהִנים נֹוׂשְ
יֶהן, חּוץ ִמּכֵֹהן  י ָראׁשֵ ּבֵ ׁש – ַעל ּגַ ְקּדָ ּוַבּמִ
יּה ֶאת ָיָדיו ְלַמְעָלה ִמן  ֵאינֹו ַמְגּבִ דֹול, ׁשֶ ּגָ
דֹול  ּגָ ּכֵֹהן  ַאף  אֹוֵמר:  ְיהּוָדה  י  ַרּבִ יץ;  ַהּצִ
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ יץ,  ַהּצִ ִמן  ְלַמְעָלה  ָיָדיו   יּה ַמְגּבִ

א ַאֲהרֹן ֶאת ָיָדו ֶאל ָהָעם ַוְיָבְרֵכם״. ״ַוִּיּשָׂ

ְלׁשֹון  ּבִ  – ְתָבְרכּו״  ״ּכֹה  ַנן:  ַרּבָ נּו  ּתָ גמ׳ 
ְלׁשֹון ַהּקֹוֶדׁש, אֹו  ה אֹוֵמר: ּבִ ַהּקֹוֶדׁש. ַאּתָ
״ּכֹה  אן  ּכָ ֶנֱאַמר  ָלׁשֹון?  ָכל  ּבְ א  ֶאּלָ ֵאינֹו 
ַיַעְמדּו  ה  ״ֵאּלֶ ן:  ְלַהּלָ ְוֶנֱאַמר  ְתָבְרכּו״, 
ְלׁשֹון  ּבִ ן  ַהּלָ ּלְ ַמה  ָהָעם״,  ֶאת  ְלָבֵרְך 

ְלׁשֹון ַהּקֹוֶדׁש; אן ּבִ ַהּקֹוֶדׁש, ַאף ּכָ

הּוא  ֲהֵרי  ָצִריְך,  ֵאינֹו  אֹוֵמר:  ְיהּוָדה  י  ַרּבִ
ׁשֹון ַהֶּזה. ּלָ ּיֹאְמרּו ּבַ אֹוֵמר: ״ּכֹה״, ַעד ׁשֶ

ֲעִמיָדה.  ּבַ  – ְתָבְרכּו״  ״ּכֹה  ִאיָדְך:  ְנָיא  ּתַ
א  ֶאּלָ ֵאינֹו  אֹו  ֲעִמיָדה,  ּבַ אֹוֵמר:  ה  ַאּתָ
אן ״ּכֹה ְתָבְרכּו״,  יָבה? ֶנֱאַמר ּכָ יׁשִ ֲאִפיּלּו ּבִ
ַמה  ְלָבֵרְך״.  ַיַעְמדּו  ה  ״ֵאּלֶ ן  ְלַהּלָ ְוֶנֱאַמר 

ֲעִמיָדה; אן ּבַ ֲעִמיָדה, ַאף ּכָ ן ּבַ ַהּלָ ּלְ

י ָנָתן אֹוֵמר: ֵאינֹו ָצִריְך, ֲהֵרי הּוא אֹוֵמר:  ַרּבִ
ֵרת  ׁשָ ּמְ ַמה  מֹו״,  ׁשְ ּבִ ּוְלָבֵרְך  ְרתֹו  ״ְלׁשָ
ֵרת  ּוְמׁשָ ֲעִמיָדה.  ּבַ ְמָבֵרְך  ַאף  ֲעִמיָדה,  ּבַ

ֵרת״. ְכִתיב: ״ַלֲעמֹד ְלׁשָ ּגּוֵפיּה ְמָנַלן? ּדִ

 In the Temple the priest utters the name of God as it is 
written – ְכָתבֹו ם ּכִ ֵ ׁש אֹוֵמר ֶאת ַהּשׁ ְקּדָ ּמִ  When the priests :ּבַ
bless the nation in the Temple, they utter the Tetragram-
maton as it is written, i.e., yod, heh, vav, heh. Outside of the 
Temple, they use the substitute name of Lordship. After 
the death of Shimon HaTzaddik, the priests ceased using 
the Tetragrammaton when blessing the nation, even in 
the Temple, so that no unworthy person would be taught 
the name. This is in accordance with the mishna here and 
the Gemara in tractate Yoma, 39b (Rambam Sefer Ahava, 
Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 14:10–11).

 Lift their hands so they are aligned with their shoul-
ders – ְתֵפיֶהן ּכִ ֶנֶגד  ּכְ ְיֵדיֶהן  ֶאת  ִאים   When the priests :נֹוׂשְ
bless the people they must lift their hands to the level of 
their shoulders. According to the esoterica, the right hand 
should be lifted slightly higher than the left one (Rambam 
Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 14:3; Shulĥan 
Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:12).

 And in the Temple, above their heads – י ּבֵ ׁש ַעל ּגַ ְקּדָ  ּוַבּמִ
יֶהן  ,When the priests recite the blessing in the Temple :ָראׁשֵ
they lift their hands above their heads, except for the 
High Priest, who does not lift his hands higher than the 
frontplate (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat 
Kohanim 14:9).

 So you shall bless, in the sacred tongue – ְתָבְרכּו  ּכֹה 
ַהּקֹוֶדׁש ְלׁשֹון  -The priests may recite the Priestly Bene :ּבִ
diction only in Hebrew (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot 
Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 14:11; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 
128:14).

 So you shall bless, while standing – ֲעִמיָדה  :ּכֹה ְתָבְרכּו ּבַ
The priests may recite the Priestly Benediction only while 
standing (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat 
Kohanim 14:11).

 Performs the Temple service while standing – ֵרת  ְמׁשָ
ֲעִמיָדה  The Temple service must be performed while :ּבַ
standing. Anyone who serves in the Temple while 
sitting has desecrated the sanctity of the Temple, and 
his service is invalid (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Biat 
HaMikdash 5:16).

HALAKHA

 Frontplate – ִציץ: The frontplate of the High Priest was 
a plate of gold on which the words: “Sacred to the Lord” 
(Exodus 28:36), were engraved. This plate was tied to the 
forehead of the High Priest, adjacent to where his hairline 
began.

The frontplate was one of the eight priestly vestments 
that made up the raiment of the High Priest. It is one of 
the four vestments that are called the golden vestments. 
The High Priest would wear all eight vestments the year 
round, except during part of the Yom Kippur service, 
when he would wear only the four white vestments that 
all priests wore.

BACKGROUND

 As it is stated: And Aaron lifted up his hands, etc. – א ֱאַמר ַוִּיּשָׂ ּנֶ  ׁשֶ
 The mishna seems to imply that Rabbi Yehuda :ַאֲהרֹן ֶאת ָיָדו וכו׳
presents a proof from this verse for his opinion that the High 
Priest does lift his hands above the frontplate, as it is stated that 
Aaron lifted up his hands when he recited the blessing. However, 
in Tosefot Yom Tov and other commentaries, this understanding is 
found to be difficult. They explain that the verse is not a continu-
ation of Rabbi Yehuda’s statement. Rather, it is a proof for the 
principal ruling stated in the mishna, that the Priestly Benediction 
must be recited with lifted hands.

 Just as a priest performs the Temple service while standing – 
ֲעִמיָדה ֵרת ּבַ ׁשָ  In Tosefot HaRash, Tosefot HaRosh, and other :ַמה ּמְ

commentaries, other possible implications of this comparison 
between the service in the Temple and the Priestly Benedic-
tion are discussed. For example, they discuss whether a priest 
who became an apostate and then repented is again permitted 
to recite the benediction, or whether it is prohibited for him 
to do so just as he is prohibited from performing the Temple 
service. According to the Rambam, it is apparently prohibited. 
However, according to other commentaries, since the bene-
diction is recited outside of the Temple, the priest should be 
allowed to recite it. Others draw a distinction between a priest 
who had merely become an apostate and one who engaged 
in idol worship.

NOTES
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It is taught in another baraita: “So you shall bless” means with 
lift ed hands. Do you say that the priests must recite the benedic-
tion with lift ed hands, or perhaps they may recite it without lift ed 
hands? It is stated here: “So you shall bless,” and it is stated there, 
with regard to the dedication of the Tabernacle: “And Aaron lift ed 
up his hands toward the people and blessed them” (Leviticus 

: ). Just as there, Aaron blessed the nation with lift ed hands, so 
too here, the Priestly Benediction is recited with lift ed hands.

Th is halakha was diffi  cult for Rabbi YonatanN  to understand: If 
this halakha is derived from the dedication of the Tabernacle, then 
why not also say: Just as there, the High Priest was the one who 
recited the blessing, and it was the New Moon, and the off erings 
that were brought were a communal service, so too here, the 
Priestly Benediction must be recited only by the High Priest, and 
on the New Moon, and when performing a communal service?

Rabbi Natan says: It is not necessary to derive from a verbal 
analogy that the Priestly Benediction is recited with lift ed hands, 
as it says with regard to Aaron: “To stand to minister in the name 
of the Lord, him and his sons forever” (Deuteronomy : ). In 
this verse, his sons are juxtaposed with him. Just as Aaron recited 
the Priestly Benediction with lift ed hands, so too, his sons recite 
the benediction with lift ed hands. And furthermore, it is writt en 

“forever,” which indicates that it is referring not only to special 
occasions. And although the verse is not referring to the Priestly 
Benediction, the benediction is juxtaposed to the Temple service 
in another verse: “To minister to Him and to bless in His name” 
(Deuteronomy : ).

And it is taught in another baraita: “So you shall bless the chil-
dren of Israel” means the blessing should be recited with the 
ineff able name. Do you say that the Priestly Benediction must be 
recited with the ineff able name, or perhaps it is recited with only 
the substitute name, Adonai? Th e verse states: “So shall they put 
My name” (Numbers : ), which means My name that is unique 
to Me.

One might have thought that even in the outlying areas, outside 
the Temple, this ineff able name is used. It is stated here, with 
regard to the Priestly Benediction: “So shall they put My name,” 
and it is stated there, with regard to the place one must sacrifi ce 
off erings: “Th e place that the Lord your God has chosen out of 
all your tribes to put His name there” (Deuteronomy : ). Th e 
verbal analogy teaches that just as there, the expression “to put 
His name there” is referring to the Temple, so too here, the mitzva 
of “so shall they put My name” applies in the Temple and not 
anywhere else.

Rabbi Yoshiya says: It is not necessary to derive this halakha from 
the verbal analogy, as it can be derived from a verse. It says in the 
verse: “In every place where I cause My name to be mentioned 
I will come to you and bless you” (Exodus : ). Does it enter 
your mind that this verse literally means that the Divine Presence 
will be revealed everywhere? Rather, this verse must be inter-
preted by transposition. It must be reordered and read as follows: 
In every place where I will come to you and bless you, there I 
will cause My name to be mentioned. Rabbi Yoshiya explains that 
God is stating: And where will I come to you and bless you? In 
the Temple. Th erefore, he derives: Th ere, in the Temple, I will 
cause My name to be mentioned, but the ineff able name is not 
mentioned elsewhere.

It is taught in another baraita: “So you shall bless the sons of 
Israel” (Numbers : ). I have derived only the halakha to bless 
the sons of Israel. From where do I derive the halakha of blessing 
converts, women, and emancipated slaves? Th e verse states 
immediately aft erward: “You shall say to them,” meaning to all 
of the Jewish people.

ִים.  ּפַ יאּות ּכַ ְנׂשִ ְנָיא ִאיָדְך: ״ּכֹה ְתָבְרכּו״ – ּבִ ּתַ
א  ִים, אֹו ֵאינֹו ֶאּלָ ּפַ יאּות ּכַ ְנׂשִ ה אֹוֵמר: ּבִ ַאּתָ
״ּכֹה  אן  ּכָ ֶנֱאַמר  ִים?  ּפַ ּכַ יאּות  ְנׂשִ ּבִ ּלֹא  ׁשֶ
א ַאֲהרֹן ֶאת ָיָדו  ן: ״ַוִּיּשָׂ ְתָבְרכּו״, ְוֶנֱאַמר ְלַהּלָ
ִים,  ּפַ יאּות ּכַ ְנׂשִ ן ּבִ ַהּלָ ֶאל ָהָעם ַוְיָבְרֵכם״, ַמה ּלְ

ִים. ּפַ יאּות ּכַ ְנׂשִ אן ּבִ ַאף ּכָ

דֹול  ן ּכֵֹהן ּגָ ַהּלָ י יֹוָנָתן: ִאי ַמה ּלְ ָיא ֵליּה ְלַרּבִ ַקׁשְ
ּכֵֹהן  אן  ּכָ ַאף  ִצּבּור,  ַוֲעבֹוַדת  חֹוֶדׁש  ְורֹאׁש 

דֹול ְורֹאׁש חֹוֶדׁש ַוֲעבֹוַדת ִציּבּור! ּגָ

אֹוֵמר:  הּוא  ֲהֵרי  ָצִריְך,  ֵאינֹו  אֹוֵמר:  ָנָתן  י  ַרּבִ
ַמה  לֹו,  ָניו  ּבָ יׁש  ַמּקִ ַהָּיִמים״,  ל  ּכָ ּוָבָניו  ״הּוא 
יאּות  ְנׂשִ ּבִ ָניו  ּבָ ַאף  ִים  ּפַ ּכַ יאּות  ְנׂשִ ּבִ הּוא 
ָרָכה  ּבְ ְוִאיְתַקׁש  ַהָּיִמים״,  ל  ״ּכָ ּוְכִתיב:  ִים,  ּפַ ּכַ

ירּות. ְלׁשֵ

ָרֵאל״ –  ֵני ִיׂשְ ְוַתְנָיא ִאיָדְך: ״ּכֹה ְתָבְרכּו ֶאת ּבְ
ם ַהְמפֹוָרׁש,  ֵ ּשׁ ה אֹוֵמר: ּבַ ם ַהְמפֹוָרׁש. ַאּתָ ֵ ּשׁ ּבַ
מּו  ְלמּוד לֹוַמר: ״ְוׂשָ ִכיּנּוי? ּתַ א ּבְ אֹו ֵאינֹו ֶאּלָ

יּוָחד ִלי; ִמי ַהּמְ ִמי״, ׁשְ ֶאת ׁשְ

מּו  ״ְוׂשָ אן:  ּכָ ֶנֱאַמר  ן?  ּכֵ בּוִלין  ּגְ ּבַ ַאף  ָיכֹול 
מֹו  ׁשְ ֶאת  ״ָלׂשּום  ן:  ְלַהּלָ ְוֶנֱאַמר  ִמי״,  ׁשְ ֶאת 
ֵבית  אן ּבְ ִחיָרה, ַאף ּכָ ית ַהּבְ ן ּבֵ ַהּלָ ם״, ַמה ּלְ ׁשָ

ִחיָרה. ַהּבְ

הּוא  ֲהֵרי  ָצִריְך,  ֵאינֹו  אֹוֵמר:  ָּיה  יֹאׁשִ י  ַרּבִ
ִמי  ׁשְ ֶאת  יר  ַאְזּכִ ר  ֲאׁשֶ קֹום  ַהּמָ ָכל  ״ּבְ אֹוֵמר: 
ְך?  ְעּתָ ּדַ ָסְלָקא  ָמקֹום  ָכל  ּבְ ֵאֶליָך״.  ָאבֹוא 
ר  ָכל ָמקֹום ֲאׁשֶ א ִמְקָרא ֶזה ְמסֹוָרס הּוא: ּבְ ֶאּלָ
ִמי.  יר ֶאת ׁשְ ם ַאְזּכִ יָך ׁשָ ָאבֹוא ֵאֶליָך ּוֵבַרְכּתִ
ִחיָרה,  ֵבית ַהּבְ יָך? ּבְ ְוֵהיָכן ָאבֹוא ֵאֶליָך ּוֵבַרְכּתִ

ִחיָרה. ֵבית ַהּבְ ִמי ּבְ יר ֶאת ׁשְ ם ַאְזּכִ ׁשָ

ָרֵאל״ –  ֵני ִיׂשְ ְנָיא ִאיָדְך: ״ּכֹה ְתָבְרכּו ֶאת ּבְ ּתַ
ים, ַוֲעָבִדים  ִרים, ָנׁשִ ָרֵאל; ּגֵ ֵני ִיׂשְ א ּבְ ֵאין ִלי ֶאּלָ
ְלמּוד לֹוַמר: ״ָאמֹור ָלֶהם״,  ִין? ּתַ ְמׁשּוְחָרִרים ִמּנַ

הּו. ְלכּוּלְ

 This halakha was difficult for Rabbi Yonatan – ָיא  ַקׁשְ
י יֹוָנָתן  Tosafot explain that this statement is not :ֵליּה ְלַרּבִ
part of the baraita. According to this explanation and 
according to the Sifrei, it seems that Rabbi Natan, who 
resolves the difficulty, is actually Rabbi Yonatan, who, 
after raising a difficulty with the source cited in the 
baraita, offers a different source.

NOTES
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It is taught in another baraita: “So you shall bless,” means 
that the priests must recite the Priestly Benediction face-to-
faceH  with the congregation. Do you say that the Benediction 
must be recited face-to-face, or perhaps it is only recited 
with the faces of the priests facing the back of the necksN  of 
the congregation? Th e verse states: “You shall say to them,” 
face-to-face, like a person who is talking to another.

It is taught in another baraita: “So you shall bless” means that 
the benediction must be recited out loud. Or, perhaps, is it 
recited only in a whisper? Th e verse states: “You shall say to 
them,” like a person who is talking to another.

Abaye said: We have a tradition with regard to the prayer leader 
calling the priests to recite the Priestly Benediction: When there 
are two priests, he calls: Priests,H  but when there is one priest 
he does not call: Priest,N  as it is stated: “You shall say to them,” 
in plural, meaning to a minimum of two priests. And Rav Ĥisda 
said: We have a tradition that a priest calls: Priests, but an 
Israelite does not call: Priests, as it is stated: “You shall say to 
them,” which means that the saying

should be from them; one of the priests themselves should call: 
Priests. Th e Gemara concludes: And the halakha is in accor-
dance with the opinion of Abaye, that when only one priest is 
present, the prayer leader does not call: Priest. And the halakha 
is not in accordance with the opinion of Rav Ĥisda,N H  as an 
Israelite may also call: Priests.

§ Th e Gemara cites a mnemonic device for the statements of 
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi: Desires the benediction, platform, 
during the service, cup, recognize, derives benefi t, from a 
heifer.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: From where is it derived 
that the Holy One, Blessed be He, desires the Priestly Bene-
diction? As it is stated: “So shall they put My name upon the 
children of Israel, and I will bless them” (Numbers : ). 
Th is shows that God waits for the priests to bless the people, 
and only then He Himself blesses them. And Rabbi Yehoshua 
ben Levi says: Any priest who blessesH  the people is blessed 
from Heaven, and one who does not bless the people is not 
blessed, as it is stated: “And I will bless those who bless you” 
(Genesis : ).

ֶנֶגד  ּכְ ִנים  ּפָ  – ְתָבְרכּו״  ״ּכֹה  ִאיָדְך:  ְנָיא  ּתַ
אֹו  ִנים,  ּפָ ֶנֶגד  ּכְ ִנים  ּפָ אֹוֵמר:  ה  ַאּתָ ִנים.  ּפָ
ְלמּוד לֹוַמר:  ֶנֶגד עֹוֶרף? ּתַ ִנים ּכְ א ּפָ ֵאינֹו ֶאּלָ

ָאָדם ָהאֹוֵמר ַלֲחֵבירֹו. ״ָאמֹור ָלֶהם״, ּכְ

קֹול ָרם, אֹו  ְנָיא ִאיָדְך: ״ּכֹה ְתבְרכּו״ – ּבְ ּתַ
ְלמּוד לֹוַמר: ״ָאמֹור  ַלַחׁש? ּתַ א ּבְ ֵאינֹו ֶאּלָ

אֹוֵמר ַלֲחֵבירֹו. ָאָדם ׁשֶ ָלֶהם״, ּכְ

ַנִים קֹוֵרא ״ּכֲֹהִנים״,  ֵיי, ָנְקִטיַנן: ִלׁשְ ֲאַמר ַאּבַ
ֱאַמר: ״ָאמֹור  ּנֶ ּוְלֶאָחד ֵאינֹו קֹוֵרא ״ּכֵֹהן״, ׁשֶ
א, ָנְקִטיַנן:  ַנִים. ַוֲאַמר ַרב ִחְסּדָ ָלֶהם״, ִלׁשְ
קֹוֵרא  ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ ְוֵאין  ״ּכֲֹהִנים״,  קֹוֵרא  ּכֵֹהן 

ֱאַמר: ״ָאמֹור ָלֶהם״, ֲאִמיָרה ּנֶ ״ּכֲֹהִנים״, ׁשֶ
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ֵיי,  ַאּבַ ָווֵתיּה ּדְ ֵהא. ְוִהיְלְכָתא ּכְ ֶהם ּתְ ּלָ ֶ ִמּשׁ
א. ַרב ִחְסּדָ ָווֵתיּה ּדְ ְוֵלית ִהיְלְכָתא ּכְ

(ִסיָמן: מתאו״ה לברכ״ה דוכ״ן בעבוד״ה 
כו״ס מכי״ר נהנ״ה בעגל״ה).

דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ ׁשֶ ִין  ִמּנַ ֵלִוי:  ן  ּבֶ  ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר 
ּכֲֹהִנים?  ת  ְלִבְרּכַ ה  ִמְתַאּוֶ הּוא  רּוְך  ּבָ
ָרֵאל  ֵני ִיׂשְ ִמי ַעל ּבְ מּו ֶאת ׁשְ ֱאַמר: ״ְוׂשָ ּנֶ ׁשֶ
ן  ּבֶ  ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ י  ַרּבִ ְוָאַמר  ֲאָבְרֵכם״.  ַוֲאִני 
ֵאינֹו  ְוׁשֶ ֵרְך,  ִמְתּבָ ָבֵרְך  ּמְ ׁשֶ ּכֵֹהן  ל  ּכָ ֵלִוי: 
״ַוֲאָבְרָכה  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ֵרְך,  ִמְתּבָ ֵאין  ְמָבֵרְך 

ְמָבְרֶכיָך״.

 Face-to-face – ִנים ֶנֶגד ּפָ ִנים ּכְ  The Priestly Benediction must :ּפָ
be delivered face-to-face, with the priests and the people 
facing each other (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat 
Kohanim 14:11; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:10, 23).

 When there are two priests, he calls: Priests – ַנִים קֹוֵרא  ִלׁשְ
-If there are a minimum of two priests, one of the con :ּכֲֹהִנים
gregants calls out to them: Priests, so that they may begin 
reciting the Priestly Benediction. The prayer leader himself 
may do this, and it is not considered an interruption of the 
prayer. There is a custom for him to raise his voice when he 
says the word: Priests, in the prayer that is recited prior to 
the Benediction (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat 
Kohanim 14:8; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:10).

HALAKHA

 Facing the back of the necks – עֹוֶרף ֶנֶגד  ּכְ ִנים   According :ּפָ
to Rashi, this means that the priests face the backs of the 
congregation. Rabbeinu Ĥananel explains this differently: 
The congregation faces the backs of the priests, and the 
priests face the Divine Presence.

 But when there is one priest he does not call: Priest – 
ּכֵֹהן קֹוֵרא  ֵאינֹו   An opinion is cited in Tosefot HaRosh :ּוְלֶאָחד 
that this means that when there is only a single priest in 
the synagogue, he does not transgress by refraining from 
reciting the benediction. This is dependent on a dispute 
among the early commentaries over whether a single priest 
has an obligation to recite the benediction (Rambam; Meiri), 
or whether the obligation exists only when two priests are 
present (Tosafot on Menaĥot 44a).

NOTES

 And the halakha is not in accordance with the opinion 
of Rav Ĥisda – א ַרב ִחְסּדָ ָווֵתיּה ּדְ  The halakha is :ְוֵלית ִהְלְכָתא ּכְ
in accordance with the opposite opinion stated in the Jeru-
salem Talmud, which cites Rav Ĥisda in the opposite manner, 
that it is a mitzva for an Israelite to call up the priests. This is 
derived from the phrase “say to them,” which is interpreted 
to mean that someone else should call up the priests. For 
this reason, the Rambam rules that ideally an Israelite should 
call up the priests.

NOTES

 And the halakha is not in accordance with the opinion of Rav 
Ĥisda – א ַרב ִחְסּדָ ָווֵתיּה ּדְ -The halakha is in accor :ְוֵלית ִהְלְכָתא ּכְ
dance with the opinion cited in the Jerusalem Talmud that the 
priests should be called up by an Israelite ab initio. If the prayer 
leader is a priest, then an Israelite should stand next to him and 
call to the priests instead (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla 
UVirkat Kohanim 14:8; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:22).

 Any priest who blesses, etc. – וכו׳ ָבֵרְך  ּמְ ׁשֶ ּכֵֹהן  ל   Any priest :ּכָ
who does not bless the people of Israel is not blessed in return, 
and a priest who blesses the people is in turn blessed (Rambam 
Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 15:12).

HALAKHA
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Any priest who does not 
ascend the platformH  to recite the Priestly Benediction violates 
three positive mitzvot:N  “So you shall bless,” “And you shall 
say to them” (Numbers : ), and “So shall they put My name” 
(Numbers : ).

Rav says: One need be concerned that a priest who does not 
ascend to recite the Priestly Benediction is perhaps the son 
of a priest and a divorced woman, or the son of a priest and 
a yevama who has performed ĥalitza [ĥalutza]. Perhaps he 
does not ascend to recite the Priestly Benediction because he is 
disqualifi ed from the priesthood.

Th e Gemara comments: And they do not disagree. Th is state-
ment of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi is referring to a case where he 
ascends periodically. Th erefore, there is no reason to believe that 
he is disqualifi ed from the priesthood, and the assumption is that 
he violates three positive mitzvot. Whereas that statement of Rav 
is referring to a case where one does not ascend to recite the 
Priestly Benediction even periodically, and therefore there is 
reason to suspect that he is disqualifi ed from the priesthood.

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Any priest who does not 
ascend the platform during the blessing of the Temple serviceH N  
recited in the Amida prayer may no longer ascend to recite the 
benediction, as it is stated: “And Aaron lift ed up his hands 
toward the people and blessed them; and he came down from 
off ering the sin-off ering, and the burnt-off ering, and the peace-
off erings” (Leviticus : ). Just as there, in the Tabernacle, 
Aaron lift ed up his hands during the service, as evident from 
the fact that only aft er he blessed them does it say that he came 
down from sacrifi cing the off erings, so too here, in the Amida 
prayer, the Priestly Benediction is recited during the blessing of 
Temple service.

Th e Gemara asks: Is that so? But didn’t the priests Rabbi Ami 
and Rabbi Asi ascend aft er the blessing of the service? Th e 
Gemara answers: Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi would begin walk-
ing to the platform during the blessing of the service, but they 
would not arrive there until aft er the conclusion of this blessing. 
And this is suffi  cient in accordance with what Rabbi Oshaya 
taught: Th ey taught that a priest may not recite the benediction 
if he did not ascend the platform during the blessing of Temple 
service only in a case where he did not begin walking. But if 
he began walking before the prayer leader fi nished the blessing, 
he may ascend the platform even aft er he has fi nished the 
blessing.

And concerning this issue, we also learned in a mishna (Berakhot 
a): A priest who serves as prayer leader does not recite the 

Priestly Benediction, but if he is certain that he can lift  his 
handsH  and recite the benediction, and then resume his prayer 
without becoming confused, he is permitt ed to do so. And we 
discussed it and raised the following diffi  culty: If he did not 
begin walking to ascend the platform during the blessing of the 
service, how is it permitt ed for him to recite the benediction? 
Rather, it must be explained that he moved slightly to show that 
he also wanted to ascend the platform. Here too, the statement 
of Rabbi Oshaya is referring even to a case where the priest 
uprooted himself slightly from his place during the blessing of 
the service.

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: One may give a cup of 
blessing to recite the blessing of Grace aft er Meals only to some-
one with a good eye, i.e., a generous person, as it is stated: “One 
who has a good eye will be blessed [yevorakh],N  for he gives of 
his bread to the poor” (Proverbs : ). Do not read it: “Will be 
blessed.” Rather, read it: Will bless [yevarekh].

ֵאינֹו  ׁשֶ ּכֵֹהן  ל  ּכָ ֵלִוי:  ן  ּבֶ  ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ י  ַרּבִ ְוָאַמר 
״ּכֹה  ה:  ֲעׂשֵ ה  לֹׁשָ ׁשְ ּבִ עֹוֵבר  ַלּדּוָכן,  עֹוֶלה 

ִמי״. מּו ֶאת ׁשְ ְתָבְרכּו״, ״ָאמֹור ָלֶהם״, ״ְוׂשָ

ן  ה אֹו ּבֶ רּוׁשָ ן ּגְ א ּבֶ ּמָ ין ׁשֶ ׁשִ ַרב ָאַמר: חֹוׁשְ
ֲחלּוָצה הּוא.

ָלא  ָסֵליק ִלְפָרִקים, ָהא ּדְ ִליִגי: ָהא ּדְ ְוָלא ּפְ
ָסֵליק ִלְפָרִקים.

ֵאינֹו  ׁשֶ ּכֵֹהן  ל  ּכָ ֵלִוי:  ן  ּבֶ  ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ י  ַרּבִ ְוָאַמר 
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ֲעבֹוָדה – ׁשּוב ֵאינֹו עֹוֶלה, ׁשֶ עֹוֶלה ּבַ
ַוְיָבְרֵכם  ָהָעם  ֶאל  ָיָדיו  ֶאת  ַאֲהרֹן  א  ״ַוִּיּשָׂ
ָלִמים״.  ְ את ְוָהעֹוָלה ְוַהּשׁ ַוֵּיֶרד ֵמֲעׂשֹת ַהַחּטָ

ֲעבֹוָדה. אן ּבַ ֲעבֹוָדה, ַאף ּכָ ן ּבַ ַהּלָ ַמה ּלְ

י  י ַאִסי ָסְלִקי! ַרּבִ י ַאִמי ְוַרּבִ ִאיִני? ְוָהא ַרּבִ
ְרַעְייהּו,  ָרא ָהוּו ָעְקִרי ּכַ י ַאִסי ֵמִעיּקָ ַאִמי ְוַרּבִ
י  ַרּבִ ּוִכְדָתֵני  ָהָתם,  ָמטּו  ֲהָוה  ָלא  ִמְמָטא 
ֶאת  ָעַקר  ּלֹא  ׁשֶ א  ֶאּלָ נּו  ׁשָ לֹא  ֲעָיא:  אֹוׁשַ

ַרְגָליו, ֲאָבל ָעַקר ֶאת ַרְגָליו – עֹוֶלה.

יו  ּפָ א ֶאת ּכַ ּנֹוׂשֵ ּוְתַנן ַנִמי: ִאם ַהְבָטָחתֹו ׁשֶ
ּה: ָהא ָלא  אי. ְוָהֵויַנן ּבָ ַ תֹו – ַרּשׁ ְוחֹוֵזר ִלְתִפּלָ
ָעַקר  ּדְ ַנִמי  ָהָכא  א,  ּפּוְרּתָ ָנד  ּדְ א  ֶאּלָ ָעַקר! 

א. ּפּוְרּתָ

ּכֹוס  נֹוְתִנין  ֵאין  ֵלִוי:  ן  ּבֶ  ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ י  ַרּבִ ְוָאַמר 
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ א ְלטֹוב ַעִין, ׁשֶ ָרָכה ְלָבֵרְך ֶאּלָ ל ּבְ ׁשֶ
ל״.  ְחמֹו ַלּדָ י ָנַתן ִמּלַ ״טֹוב ַעִין הּוא ְיבָֹרְך ּכִ

א ״ְיָבֵרְך״. יְקֵרי ״ְיבָֹרְך״ ֶאּלָ ַאל ּתִ

 Any priest who does not ascend the platform – ל ּכֵֹהן  ּכָ
ַלּדּוָכן עֹוֶלה  ֵאינֹו   If a priest is in the synagogue when :ׁשֶ
they call the priests or is told to ascend the platform for 
the blessing, and if he does not do so when there is no 
reason why he may not go up to recite the blessing, it is 
considered as if he had violated three positive mitzvot. 
The Mishna Berura notes that in truth he actually has 
violated only one positive mitzva (Rambam Sefer Ahava, 
Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 15:12; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ 
Ĥayyim 128:2).

 Any priest who does not ascend during the blessing 
of the Temple service – ֲעבֹוָדה ֵאינֹו עֹוֶלה ּבַ ל ּכֵֹהן ׁשֶ  Any :ּכָ
priest who does not begin walking during the blessing of 
the Temple service in order to ascend to recite the Priestly 
Benediction may not recite the benediction during that 
prayer. If he did begin walking, even if he did not arrive at 
the platform until after the blessing of the Temple service, 
he may ascend and recite the benediction (Rambam Sefer 
Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 15:11; Shulĥan Arukh, 
Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:8).

 If he is certain that he can lift his hands, etc. – ִאם 
וכו׳ יו  ּפָ ּכַ א  ּנֹוׂשֵ ׁשֶ  ,If the prayer leader is a priest :ַהְבָטָחתֹו 
even if he is the only priest present, he may lift his hands 
and recite the Priestly Benediction only if he is certain that 
he can resume his prayer afterward without becoming 
confused. However, nowadays, as the prayer leader reads 
from a prayer book, the custom is that he recites the 
Priestly Benediction along with the other priests (Ram-
bam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 15:10; 
Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:20).

HALAKHA

 Violates three positive mitzvot – ה ֲעׂשֵ ה  לֹׁשָ ׁשְ ּבִ  :עֹוֵבר 
According to the Rambam, this does not mean that a 
priest who does not recite the Priestly Benediction actu-
ally violates three mitzvot. He violates only one mitzva, 
but the verse ascribes him blame tantamount to the 
transgression of three prohibitions.

 Who does not ascend during the blessing of the 
Temple service – ֲעבֹוָדה ֵאינֹו עֹוֶלה ּבַ  In the Temple, the :ׁשֶ
priests recite the benediction during the actual Temple 
service. However, in the Amida prayer, since the content of 
the benediction and of the blessing of Temple service are 
unrelated, the priests recite the benediction only after the 
blessings of the Temple service and thanksgiving, which 
are considered one and the same. Furthermore, the verse 
that states that Aaron blessed the people when he “came 
down from performing the sin-offering” indicates that the 
Priestly Benediction is recited after the Temple service 
(see Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot and Rabbi David Luria).

 One who has a good eye will be blessed [yevorakh] – 
 This homiletic interpretation is apparently :טֹוב ַעִין הּוא ְיבָֹרְך
based on the identical spelling of the words yevorakh, 
will be blessed, and yevarekh, will bless. The Maharsha 
explains that one who recites the blessings is himself 
blessed. Therefore, it is appropriate for a generous per-
son to recite the blessing, so that he will receive more 
blessing.

The Maharsha adds that the statement that one who is 
generous should recite the blessing applies to the Priestly 
Benediction as well, as the benediction should be recited 
with a generous attitude. For this reason, the blessing 
that the priests recite before the benediction includes 
the phrase: To bless His nation Israel with love. While the 
phrase: With love, is not mentioned in the Torah’s descrip-
tion of the benediction, it is included in the blessing that 
the priests recite before the benediction to emphasize 
that the priests must deliver the blessing with a generous 
attitude toward the people.

NOTES
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: From where is it derived 
that even birds recognize miserly peopleN  and do not eat the 
food they have set in bird traps? As it is stated: “For in vain the 
net is spreadN  in the eyes of any bird” (Proverbs : ).

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Anyone who derives bene-
fi t from miserly people transgresses a prohibition, as it is 
stated: “Do not eat the bread of one who has an evil eye, and 
do not desire his delicacies, for as one that has reckoned within 
himself, so he is. He says to you: Eat and drink, but his heart is 
not with you” (Proverbs : – ). Rav Naĥman bar Yitzĥak says: 
He transgresses two prohibitions, as it says “do not eat” and 
also “do not desire.”  

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: When a person is found 
slain between two cities and it is not known who killed him, 
a heifer whose neck is broken is brought. Th is occurs only 
because of miserly people.

As it is stated: “And they shall speak and say: Our hands have 
not shed this blood” (Deuteronomy : ). But did it enter our 
hearts to think that the Elders of the court are murderers? Why 
it is necessary for them to publicize that they did not kill him? 
Rather, they must declare: It is not so that this victim came to 
us and we dismissed him, and it is not so that we saw him and 
left  him. In other words, he did not come to us and we in turn 
dismissed him without food, and we did not see him and then 
leave him without an escort. It is miserly people who do not 
provide others with food and cause them to travel to places where 
they might be murdered.

§ Adda said that Rabbi Samlai says: In a synagogue that is 
made up entirely of priests,H  everyone ascends the platform to 
recite the Priestly Benediction. Th e Gemara asks: If the entire 
congregation is composed of priests, for whom do they utt er 
the blessing? Rabbi Zeira says: Th ey say the blessing for their 
brethren who are in the fi elds.N 

Th e Gemara asks: Is that so? But didn’t Abba, son of Rav 
Minyamin bar Ĥiyya, teach that the people who are standing 
behind the backs of the priestsH  are not included in the Priestly 
Benediction? Th e Gemara answers: Th at is not diffi  cult. Th is is 
a case where the people are compelled to be in the fi elds because 
of their work, and they are therefore included in the benediction. 
Whereas that statement is referring to people who are not com-
pelled to be away but still do not stand face-to-face with the 
priests. Consequently, they are not included in the benediction.

Th e Gemara asks: But didn’t Rav Shimi of Birte deShiĥorei 
teach the following baraita: In a synagogue that is made 
up entirely of priests, some of them ascend to recite the 
benediction and some of them answer amen?

ֲאִפיּלּו עֹופֹות  ִין ׁשֶ ן ֵלִוי: ִמּנַ ע ּבֶ י ְיהֹוׁשֻ ְוָאַמר ַרּבִ
ְמזָֹרה  ם  ִחּנָ י  ״ּכִ ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ָהַעִין?  ָצֵרי  ּבְ יִרין  ַמּכִ

ָנף״. ַעל ּכָ ל ּבַ ֵעיֵני ּכָ ת ּבְ ָהָרׁשֶ

ֵרי ָהַעִין  ֱהֶנה ִמּצָ ל ַהּנֶ ן ֵלִוי: ּכָ ע ּבֶ י ְיהֹוׁשֻ ְוָאַמר ַרּבִ
ֶלֶחם  ֶאת  ְלַחם  ּתִ ״ַאל  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ָלאו,  ּבְ עֹוֵבר 
ן הּוא ֱאכֹול  ַנְפׁשֹו ּכֶ ַער ּבְ מֹו ׁשָ י ּכְ ַרע ָעִין וגו', ּכִ
ר ִיְצָחק ָאַמר:  ֵתה יֹאַמר ָלְך״ וגו'. ַרב ַנְחָמן ּבַ ּוׁשְ

ְתָאו״. ְלַחם״ ְו״ַאל ּתִ ֵני ָלאִוין, ״ַאל ּתִ ׁשְ עֹוֵבר ּבִ

ֲערּוָפה  ֶעְגָלה  ֵאין  ֵלִוי:  ן  ּבֶ  ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ י  ַרּבִ ְוָאַמר 
ִביל ָצֵרי ָהַעִין, ׁשְ א ּבִ ָאה ֶאּלָ ּבָ

ֶאת  ְפכּו  ׁשָ לֹא  ָיֵדינּו  ְוָאְמרּו  ״ְוָענּו  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ
ית  ּבֵ ִּזְקֵני  ׁשֶ ָעְלָתה  נּו  ִלּבֵ ַעל  ְוִכי  ַהֶּזה״.  ם  ַהּדָ
ְלָיֵדינּו  א  ּבָ לֹא  א,  ֶאּלָ ֵהם?  ָדִמים  ׁשֹוְפֵכי  ין  ּדִ
א  ּבָ לֹא  ְחנּוהּו.  ְוִהּנַ ְרִאינּוהּו  ְולֹא  ּוְפַטְרנּוהּו 
ְרִאינּוהּו  לֹא  ְמזֹונֹות.  לֹא  ּבְ ּוְפַטְרנּוהּו  ְלָיֵדינּו 

לֹא ְלָוָייה. ְחנּוהּו ּבְ ְוִהּנַ

ֶנֶסת  ַהּכְ ית  ּבֵ ְמַלאי:  ׂשַ י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  א  ַאּדָ ָאַמר 
ן עֹוִלין ַלּדּוָכן. ְלִמי ְמָבְרִכין?  ּה ּכֲֹהִנים, ּכּוּלָ ּכּוּלָ ׁשֶ

דֹות. ּשָׂ ּבַ י ֵזיָרא: ַלֲאֵחיֶהם ׁשֶ ָאַמר ַרּבִ

ר ִחָּייא:  ַרב ִמְנָיִמין ּבַ ֵריּה ּדְ א ּבְ ִאיִני? ְוָהָתֵני ַאּבָ
ָלא  ָרָכה!  ּבְ ְכַלל  ּבִ ֵאיָנן  כֲֹהִנים  ֲאחֹוֵרי  ׁשֶ ַעם 

ָלא ֲאִניִסי. ֲאִניִסי, ָהא ּדְ ָיא. ָהא ּדַ ַקׁשְ

ית  ּבֵ יחֹוֵרי:  ׁשִ ּדְ יְרֵתא  ִמּבִ יִמי  ׁשִ ַרב  ְוָהָתֵני 
ּה ּכֲֹהִנים, ִמְקָצָתן עֹוִלין ּוִמְקָצָתן  ּכּוּלָ ֶנֶסת ׁשֶ ַהּכְ

עֹוִנין ״ָאֵמן״!

 Even birds recognize miserly people – ֲאִפיּלּו עֹופֹות 
ָהַעִין ָצֵרי  ּבְ יִרין   The Maharsha explains that even :ַמּכִ
though birds do not have the capacity for this aware-
ness, God does not allow them to be trapped in the 
nets of misers. In addition, he provides a rational 
explanation of this statement. A generous person will 
sometimes put out food for birds without intending to 
trap them. For this reason, the birds come to eat the 
food that they place in their nets as well. This is not the 
case with miserly people.

 For in vain the net is spread, etc. – ת ם ְמזָֹרה ָהָרׁשֶ י ִחּנָ  ּכִ
 Rashi explains that in context this verse pertains :וכו׳
to people who steal, and it is understood that they do 
so because of their miserly nature. It should be noted 
that the subsequent verse states: “So are the ways of 
everyone who is greedy to gain profit; it takes away 
the life of its owners” (Proverbs 1:19).

 For their brethren who are in the fields – ַלֲאֵחיֶהם 
דֹות ּשָׂ ּבַ -It is explained in the Jerusalem Talmud (Bera :ׁשֶ
khot 5:4), that with regard to their brethren in the fields, 
it makes no difference whether the people are facing 
the priests or not. It is also explained there that it is 
sufficient that the women and children who are in 
the synagogue answer amen after the priests when 
there are no other Israelite men present. However, it 
appears from the Gemara here that if possible, ten 
priests must answer amen. The later commentaries 
explain that when there are no people present in the 
synagogue to be blessed, the benediction is recited 
only by rabbinic institution (Peri Megadim). The reason 
for this ordinance is possibly so that the mitzva of 
the Priestly Benediction will not be forgotten in that 
synagogue (Devar Shaul).

NOTES

 A synagogue that is made up entirely of priests – ֶנֶסת ַהּכְ ית   ּבֵ
ּכֲֹהִנים ּה  ּכּוּלָ  ,In a synagogue that is made up entirely of priests :ׁשֶ
if there are only ten priests, they all ascend to recite the Priestly 
Benediction, and they bless their brethren who are working in 
the fields. If there are women and children in the synagogue, they 
answer amen after the blessing. If there are more than ten priests 
present, ten priests remain behind to answer amen, and the rest 
go up and recite the benediction (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot 
Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 15:9; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:25).

 The people who are standing behind the priests – ֲאחֹוֵרי  ַעם ׁשֶ
 People standing behind the priests are not included in the :כֲֹהִנים
benediction. However, people standing in front of the priests or at 
their sides are included, even if there is an iron partition between 
them. Those who are working in the fields and cannot make it to 
the synagogue are also included in the benediction (Rambam 
Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla UVirkat Kohanim 15:8; Shulĥan Arukh, 
Oraĥ Ĥayyim 128:24).

HALAKHA
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Th e Gemara answers: Th at is not diffi  cult. Th at is a case where, if 
some of the priests recite the benediction, a quorum of ten priests 
still remainsN  to receive the benediction and answer amen. Th ere-
fore, only some of the priests ascend to recite the benediction. By 
contrast, this case, which Rabbi Simlai was referring to, is a case 
where a quorum of ten does not remain to answer amen, so it is 
bett er for all of the priests to ascend and bless the people working 
in the fi elds.

Th e Gemara returns to the matt er itself cited above: Abba, son of 
Rav Minyamin bar Ĥiyya, taught: Th e people who are standing 
behind the priests are not included in the benediction.

Th e Gemara raises several questions with regard to this statement: 
It is obvious that tall people standing in front of short people 
do not interpose between the priests and the shorter people with 
regard to the Priestly Benediction. Similarly, a chest or ark con-
taining a Torah scroll does not interpose between the priests and 
the people. However, what is the halakha with regard to a parti-
tion? Come and hear an answer from what Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Levi said: Even an iron partitionN  does not interpose between 
the Jewish people and their Father in Heaven; the people are 
included in the benediction.

A dilemma was raised before the Sages: What is the halakha in 
the case of people who are standing to the sides of the priests? 
Are they included in the blessing? Abba Mar bar Rav Ashi said: 
Come and hear an answer, as we learned in a mishna (Para : ) 
with regard to the halakha of sprinkling the waters of purifi cation 
on vessels that contracted ritual impurity imparted by a corpse: If 
one intended to sprinkle the water forward

and instead he sprinkled it backward,H  or if he intended to 
sprinkle the water backward and instead he sprinkled it forward, 
even if the water lands on vessels that require purifi cation, his 
sprinkling is invalid. However, if one intended to sprinkle the 
water forward and instead he sprinkled it forward to the sides,N  
his sprinkling is valid. It is derived from here that one’s sides are 
considered as though they were in front of him.

ָהא  ָרה,  ֲעׂשָ י  ּבֵ ַּייר  ּתַ ִאיׁשְ ּדְ ָהא  ָיא:  ַקׁשְ ָלא 
ָרה. י ֲעׂשָ ַּייר ּבֵ ּתַ ָלא ִאיׁשְ ּדְ

ר ִחָּייא:  ַרב ִמְנָיִמין ּבַ ֵריּה ּדְ א ּבְ ָנא ַאּבָ ּגּוָפא, ּתָ
ָרָכה. ְכַלל ּבְ ֲאחֹוֵרי כֲֹהִנים ֵאיָנן ּבִ ַעם ׁשֶ

ַמְפְסֵקי;  ָלא  ּגּוֵצי  י  ַאּפֵ ּבְ ֲאִריֵכי  יָטא,  ׁשִ ּפְ
ַמע,  א ׁשְ ה ַמאי? ּתָ יָבה ָלא ַמְפְסָקא; ְמִחיּצָ ּתֵ
ל  ה ׁשֶ ן ֵלִוי: ֲאִפיּלּו ְמִחיּצָ ע ּבֶ י ְיהֹוׁשֻ ָאַמר ַרּבִ ּדְ
ַלֲאִביֶהם  ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ ין  ּבֵ ַמְפֶסֶקת  ֵאיָנּה  ְרֶזל  ּבַ

ַמִים. ָ ּשׁ ּבַ ׁשֶ

ָמר  א  ַאּבָ ֲאַמר  ַמהּו?  ְצָדִדין,  ְלהּו:  ֲעָיא  ִאיּבַ
ון ְלַהּזֹות  ּוֵ ְתַנן: ִנְתּכַ ַמע, ּדִ א ׁשְ י: ּתָ ר ַרב ַאׁשִ ּבַ

ְלָפָניו

Perek VII
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ְוִהָּזה ְלַאֲחָריו, ְלַאֲחָריו ְוִהָּזה ְלָפָניו – ַהָּזָאתֹו 
 – ָפָניו  ּבְ ׁשֶ ְצָדִדין  ַעל  ְוִהָּזה  ְלָפָניו  סּוָלה;  ּפְ

ָרה. ׁשֵ ַהָּזָאתֹו ּכְ

 Where a quorum of ten remains – ָרה י ֲעׂשָ ַּייר ּבֵ ּתַ ִאיׁשְ  :ּדְ
It appears from here that in addition to the priests who 
recite the blessing, there must be another ten men 
present to answer amen. This is also the opinion of 
the ge’onim. However, according to the Rambam, the 
priests themselves count as part of the quorum of ten. 
The Meiri points out that according to this opinion there 
is no need for ten men to answer amen to the blessing 
(see Baĥ). The Rambam’s opinion is perhaps based on 
the opinion found in the Jerusalem Talmud that the 
response of the women and children is counted in this 
situation.

 Even an iron partition – ְרֶזל ל ּבַ ה ׁשֶ -Accord :ֲאִפיּלּו ְמִחיּצָ
ing to Tosefot HaRash, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi is not 
addressing whether the partition precludes one from 
being included in the prayer quorum, as a partition 
certainly forms a partition in that regard. Rather, he 
is saying that if there is a quorum in the synagogue, 
a person standing outside can fulfill his obligation by 
hearing the benediction being recited inside.

NOTES

 If one intended to sprinkle water forward and instead he sprin-
kled it backward, etc. – וכו׳ ְלַאֲחָריו  ְוִהָּזה  ְלָפָניו  ְלַהּזֹות  ון  ּוֵ  One :ִנְתּכַ
who sprinkles the waters of purification must intend to sprinkle 
it upon the person who is ritually impure in order to purify him. If 
one sprinkles the water without this intention, his action is invalid. 
The Ra’avad maintains that one’s intention must be to sprinkle that 
particular person, but there is no requirement that one intend to 

purify him. If one intended to sprinkle forward and instead he 
sprinkled backward, or if he intended to sprinkle backward and 
instead sprinkled forward, his action is invalid. However, if one 
intended to sprinkle forward and instead he sprinkled the water 
to the side of where he was facing, his action is valid (Rambam 
Sefer Tahara, Hilkhot Para Aduma 10:7).

HALAKHA

 Sides – ְצָדִדין: The reason that one’s sides are considered 
like his front is that a person naturally has peripheral 
vision. Furthermore, according to the principle that the 
Priestly Benediction must be recited face-to-face, as 
one would converse with another, standing to the sides 
of the priests is also permitted, as people sometimes 
speak to one another while facing each other’s sides 
(see Devar Shaul).

NOTES




