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If one wrote the scroll out of sequence,N H  it is unfi t, as it is writ-
ten: “And the priest shall write these curses in a scroll” (Num-
bers : ). Th ey must be writt en in the scroll just as they are 
writt en in the Torah.

If one wrote the scroll before the sota accepted the oath upon 
herself,N H  the scroll is unfi t, as it is stated: “Th en the priest shall 
cause the woman to swear with the oath of cursing” (Numbers 
: ), and aft erward it states: “And the priest shall write these 
curses in a scroll” (Numbers : ).

If one wrote the scroll as a lett er,H  i.e., without fi rst scoring the 
lines onto the parchment, it is unfi t, as the Merciful One states 
in the Torah: “In a scroll,” indicating that it must be writt en like 
a Torah scroll, in which the parchment must be scored. 

If one wrote the scroll on two unatt ached pages,H N  it is unfi t, as 
the Merciful One states in the Torah: “Scroll,” in the singular. It 
must be writt en on one scroll and not on two or three scrolls.

If one wrote one lett erH N  and erased that one lett er in water, and 
he then wrote one more lett er and erased that one lett er, it is 
unfi t, as it is writt en: “And the priest shall execute upon her all 
this law” (Numbers : ). Th e entire passage must be writt en 
completely and only then erased, all at once.

§ Rava raised a dilemma: If one wrote two scrolls for two 
separate sota women but then erased both of the scrolls in one 
cup, what is the halakha? Do we require that only the writing 
be performed for the sake of a specifi c woman, in which case 
that is accomplished here? Or perhaps we require that also the 
erasure be performed for the sake of a specifi c woman,H  which 
is not accomplished here, since both scrolls are erased together?

And if you say that we require that also the erasure be for the 
sake of each specifi c woman, then if the priest erased them in 
two diff erent cupsH  and aft erward mixed the water from both 
together again, what is the halakha? Do we require that only the 
erasure be for the sake of a specifi c woman, in which case that 
is accomplished here? Or perhaps since this sota does not drink 
from only her own water and that sota does not drink from only 
her own water, the water is disqualifi ed?

ְכִתיב: ״ְוָכַתב ֶאת  סּוָלה, ּדִ ָתָבּה ְלַמְפֵרע – ּפְ ּכְ
ְכִתיָבא. י ּדִ ה״, ּכִ ָהָאלֹות ָהֵאּלֶ

סּוָלה,  בּוָעה – ּפְ ל ָעֶליָה ׁשְ ַקּבֵ ּתְ ָתָבּה קֹוֶדם ׁשֶ ּכְ
ְך ״ְוָכַתב״. ״ ְוַאַחר ּכָ יע ּבִ ֱאַמר ״ְוִהׁשְ ּנֶ ׁשֶ

ֶפר״ ָאַמר ַרֲחָמָנא. ּסֵ סּוָלה, ״ּבַ ֶרת – ּפְ ָתָבּה ִאיּגֶ ּכְ
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ֶאָחד  ״ֵסֶפר״  סּוָלה,  ּפְ  – ין  ַדּפִ ֵני  ׁשְ ַעל  ָתָבּה  ּכְ
ה ְסָפִרים. לֹׁשָ ַנִים ּוׁשְ ָאַמר ַרֲחָמָנא, ְולֹא ׁשְ

ַתב אֹות ַאַחת ּוָמַחק אֹות ַאַחת, ְוָכַתב אֹות  ּכָ
ְכִתיב:  ּדִ סּוָלה,  ּפְ  – ַאַחת  אֹות  ּוָמַחק  ַאַחת 

ל ַהּתֹוָרה ַהּזֹאת״. ה ָלּה ַהּכֵֹהן ֵאת ּכָ ״ְוָעׂשָ

סֹוטֹות,  י  ּתֵ ִלׁשְ ְמִגיּלֹות  י  ּתֵ ׁשְ ַתב  ּכָ ָרָבא:  ֵעי  ּבָ
ָמּה  ִתיָבה ִלׁשְ ּוְמָחָקן ְלתֹוְך ּכֹוס ֶאָחד, ַמהּו? ּכְ
ֵעיַנן ַנִמי ְמִחיָקה  יְלָמא ּבָ א, אֹו ּדִ ֵעיַנן – ְוָהִאיּכָ ּבָ

ָמּה? ִלׁשְ

ָמּה,  ֵעיַנן ַנִמי ְמִחיָקה ִלׁשְ ְמָצא לֹוַמר: ּבָ ְוִאם ּתִ
י כֹוסֹות ְוָחַזר ְוֵעיְרָבן, ַמהּו? ְמִחיָקה  ּתֵ ׁשְ ְמָחָקן ּבִ
יְלָמא: ָהא ָלאו  א, אֹו ּדִ ֵעיַנן – ְוָהִאיּכָ ָמּה ּבָ ִלׁשְ

ְתָיא? יָדּה ָקא ׁשָ ְתָיא, ְוָהא ָלאו ּדִ יָדּה ָקא ׁשָ ּדִ

 If one wrote the scroll out of sequence – ָתָבּה  ּכְ
 The word “these,” which is the biblical source :ְלַמְפֵרַע
for this halakha, is used in an exegetical interpretation 
for other purposes as well. Still, as a rule, a verse retains 
its straightforward meaning even when interpreted 
otherwise. The halakha here is taught based on the 
word’s straightforward meaning.

 Before she accepted the oath upon herself – קֹוֶדם 
בּוָעה ל ָעֶליָה ׁשְ ַקּבֵ ּתְ -Although the Gemara here explic :ׁשֶ
itly states that the scroll must be written after the oath 
is administered, the amora’im disagree concerning 
this issue. See Tosafot for a discussion of the source 
of this dispute.

NOTES

 Wrote the scroll out of sequence – ְלַמְפֵרַע ָתָבּה   :ּכְ
A scroll of a sota written out of sequence is unfit 
(Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:7).

 Before she accepted the oath upon herself – קֹוֶדם 
בּוָעה ׁשְ ָעֶליָה  ל  ַקּבֵ ּתְ  If the scroll was written before :ׁשֶ
the sota accepted the oath upon herself, it is unfit 
(Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:7).

 Wrote the scroll as a letter – ֶרת ִאיּגֶ ָתָבּה   A scroll :ּכְ
written in the form of a letter is unfit (Rambam Sefer 
Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:8).

HALAKHA

 If one wrote the scroll on two unattached pages – ָתָבּה  ּכְ
ין ַדּפִ ֵני  ׁשְ  Most commentaries, including Tosafot, Tosefot :ַעל 
HaRosh, and the Meiri, explain this as referring to a case where 
the contents of the scroll were written over two unattached 
pages of parchment. However, if they were attached, it is fit, 
just as a Torah scroll is written over many attached pages of 
parchment. By contrast, Rashi holds that the scroll is unfit 

even when written on two columns of attached parchment. 
Some explain Rashi’s reasoning as follows: Since a Torah scroll 
is very long, it must, of necessity, be written on many pages 
of parchment. Therefore, it is still considered as one item. 
However, a scroll of a sota is short, and if written on separate 
pages of parchment, it appears to be two separate documents 
(Meromei Sadeh).

 If one wrote one letter, etc. – ַתב אֹות ַאַחת וכו׳  According to :ּכָ
the Meiri, the same halakha applies if one wrote a complete 
word and then erased it, or if one wrote part of the scroll prop-
erly and erased it. The scroll must be erased only after being 
completely written.

NOTES

 If one wrote the scroll on two unattached pages – 
ין ַדּפִ ֵני  ׁשְ ַעל  ָתָבּה   If the scroll of a sota is written on :ּכְ
two pages, it is unfit (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot 
Sota 4:8).

 If one wrote one letter, etc. – וכו׳ ַאַחת  אֹות  ַתב   If :ּכָ
the priest wrote one letter and erased it, and then 
wrote another letter and erased it, the scroll is unfit 
(Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:10).

 Erasure for the sake of a specific woman – ְמִחיָקה 
ָמּה  If the priest erased the scroll not for the sake :ִלׁשְ
of a specific sota, the water of the sota is unfit. When-
ever the Gemara states: If you say, this is an indication 
that what follows that introduction is the accepted 
halakha (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:11).

 Erased them in two different cups, etc. – י ּתֵ ׁשְ  ְמָחָקן ּבִ
 If the priest wrote two scrolls for two sota :כֹוסֹות וכו׳
women and erased them in one cup, or if he erased 
them in separate cups and mixed the water in one cup, 
the water of the sota is unfit (Rambam Sefer Nashim, 
Hilkhot Sota 4:11).

HALAKHA
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And furthermore, if you say that the water is disqualifi ed because 
this one does not drink from only her own water and that one 
does not drink from only her own water, what if aft er mixing the 
two cups of water together the priest divided them againH  into 
two cups and gave one to each? What is the halakha then? Is 
there retroactive clarifi cation,N  in which case one may claim that 
each woman drank her own water, or is there no retroactive 
clarifi cation? Th e Gemara responds: Th e dilemma shall stand 
unresolved.

Rava raised a dilemma: If the priest administered the bitt er water 
to the sota to drink through a palm fi ber,N  what is the halakha? Or 
if he administered it through a tube, what is the halakha? Is this 
considered a normal manner of drinking, or is it not considered 
a normal manner of drinking, in which case the act is invalid? Th e 
Gemara responds: Th e dilemma shall stand unresolved.

Rav Ashi raised a dilemma: If some of the water of the sota spilled 
out and some of it remainedH N  in the cup, what is the halakha? Is 
it suffi  cient for the woman to drink some of the water in which the 
scroll has been erased or must she drink all of it? Th e Gemara 
responds: Th e dilemma shall stand unresolved.

§ Rabbi Zeira says that Rav says: With regard to the two oathsN  
that are stated with regard to the sota: “And the priest shall cause 
her to swear” (Numbers : ), and: “Th en the priest shall cause the 
woman to swear with the oath of cursing” (Numbers : ), why 
are they both necessary? One must be administered before the 
scroll is erased and one must be administered aft er it is erased.

Rava objects to this: Both of the oaths are writt en in the Torah 
before any mention of the scroll being erased. What is the basis 
to claim that one oath was administered aft erward? Rather, Rava 
said: While both oaths are administered before the sota drinks, the 
two oaths are diff erent: One is an oath that has a curse with it, 
and one is an oath that does not have a curse with it.

Th e Gemara asks: What are the circumstances of an oath that has 
a curse with it? What is the language of this oath? Rav Amram 
says that Rav says: Th e priest says: I administer an oath to you 
that you are honest in your claim that you were not defi led, as, if 
you were defi led, all these curses will come upon you.

Rava said: Th is is insuffi  cient, as the curse stands by itself and 
the oath stands by itself. Th ey are said in separate statements, and 
it cannot be considered to be an oath with a curse. Rather, Rava 
said: Th e priest says: I administer an oath to you that if you were 
defi led, all these curses will come upon you.

Rav Ashi said: Even this is insuffi  cient, as there is a curse but 
there is no oath that she was not defi led. Rather, Rav Ashi said: 
Th e priest must say: I administer an oath to you that you were 
not defi led and that if you were defi led all these curses will come 
upon you. Here the oath itself includes the curse.

mishna With regard to what does she say: “Amen, 
amen” (Number : ),H  twice, as recorded 

in the verse? Th e mishna explains that it includes of the following: 
Amen on the curse, as she accepts the curse upon herself if she is 
guilty, and amen on the oath, as she declares that she is not defi led. 
She states: Amen if I committ ed adultery with this man about 
whom I was warned, amen if I committ ed adultery with another 
man. Amen that I did not stray when I was betrothed nor aft er 
I was married, 

ְתָיא  יָדּה ָקא ׁשָ ְמָצא לֹוַמר: ָהא ָלאו ּדִ ְוִאם ּתִ
ָקן ַמהּו?  ְתָיא, ָחַזר ְוִחּלְ יָדּה ָקא ׁשָ ְוָהא ָלאו ּדִ

יקּו. ֵריָרה? ּתֵ ֵריָרה אֹו ֵאין ּבְ ֵיׁש ּבְ

פֹוֶפֶרת,  ׁשְ ִסיב, ַמהּו? ּבִ ָקה ּבְ ֵעי ָרָבא: ִהׁשְ ּבָ
ִתָּיה  ֶרְך ׁשְ ָכְך, אֹו ֵאין ּדֶ ִתָּיה ּבְ ֶרְך ׁשְ ַמהּו? ּדֶ

יקּו. ָכְך? ּתֵ ּבְ

ֵמֶהן,  ְּיירּו  ּתַ ְוִנׁשְ ֵמֶהן  כּו  ּפְ ִנׁשְ י:  ַאׁשִ ַרב  ֵעי  ּבָ
יקּו. ַמהּו? ּתֵ

בּועֹות  ׁשְ י  ּתֵ ׁשְ ַרב:  ָאַמר  ֵזיָרא  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר 
קֹוֶדם  ַאַחת  ה?  ָלּמָ סֹוָטה  ּבְ ָהֲאמּורֹות 

ְמֲחָקה. ּנִ ה, ְוַאַחת ְלַאַחר ׁשֶ ְמֲחָקה ְמִגיּלָ ּנִ ׁשֶ

ְמֲחָקה  ּנִ ׁשֶ קֹוֶדם  ְרַוְייהּו  ּתַ ָרָבא:  ָלּה  ַמְתִקיף 
ַאַחת  ָרָבא:  ֲאַמר  א  ֶאּלָ ִתיָבן!  ּכְ ה  ְמִגיּלָ
בּוָעה  ׁשְ ְוַאַחת  ָאָלה,  ּה  ִעּמָ ֵּיׁש  ׁשֶ בּוָעה  ׁשְ

ּה ָאָלה. ֵאין ִעּמָ ׁשֶ

ָאַמר  ָאָלה?  ּה  ִעּמָ ֵּיׁש  ׁשֶ בּוָעה  ׁשְ ֵמי  ּדָ ֵהיִכי 
ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ָעַלִיְך  יֲעִני  ּבִ ״ַמׁשְ ַרב:  ָאַמר  ַעְמָרם  ַרב 

יְך״. ִאם ִנְטֵמאת ָיבֹואּו ּבֵ ִנְטֵמאת, ׁשֶ

בּוָעה  ּוׁשְ ַקְייָמא,  ְלחּוָדה  ָאָלה  ָרָבא:  ֲאַמר 
יֲעִני  ּבִ א ֲאַמר ָרָבא: ״ַמׁשְ ְלחּוָדא ַקְייָמא! ֶאּלָ

יְך״. ִאם ִנְטֵמאת ָיבֹואּו ּבֵ ָעַלִיְך ׁשֶ

א!  בּוָעה ֵליּכָ א, ׁשְ י: ָאָלה ִאיּכָ ֲאַמר ַרב ַאׁשִ
ּלֹא  יֲעִני ָעַלִיְך ׁשֶ ּבִ י: ״ַמׁשְ א ָאַמר ַרב ַאׁשִ ֶאּלָ

יְך״. ִנְטֵמאת, ְוִאם ִנְטֵמאת ָיבֹואּו ּבֵ

מתני׳ ַעל ָמה ִהיא אֹוֶמֶרת ָאֵמן ָאֵמן? ָאֵמן 
ֵמִאיׁש  ָאֵמן  בּוָעה.  ְ ַהּשׁ ַעל  ָאֵמן  ָהָאָלה,  ַעל 
ִטיִתי  ׂשָ ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ָאֵמן  ַאֵחר.  ֵמִאיׁש  ָאֵמן  ֶזה, 

ֲארּוָסה ּוְנׂשּוָאה,

 If he divided them again – ָקן ְוִחיּלְ  If the priest :ָחַזר 
wrote two scrolls for two sota women, erased them 
in separate cups, and then mixed the water together 
in one cup, he should not administer this water of a 
sota to the sota women to drink ab initio. However, 
after the fact, if he separated the water again into two 
separate cups and they drank, the drinking is valid. 
The Kesef Mishne explains that the Rambam rules leni-
ently on this question since no answer is provided to 
the Gemara’s query, and such an uncertainty does not 
justify erasing the Divine Name again (Rambam Sefer 
Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:11).

 If some of the water spilled out and some of it 
remained – ֵמֶהן ְּיירּו  ּתַ ְוִנׁשְ ֵמֶהן  כּו  ּפְ  If some of the :ִנׁשְ
water spilled out and some remained, one should not 
administer it to the sota to drink ab initio. However, 
the drinking is valid after the fact. The Rambam rules 
leniently on this question since no answer is provided 
to the Gemara’s query, and such an uncertainty does 
not justify erasing the Divine Name again (Rambam 
Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:11).

HALAKHA

 Retroactive clarification – ֵריָרה  This principle is a :ּבְ
matter of controversy throughout the Talmud. It pos-
its that a case of uncertainty at a given time may be 
decided retroactively based on a later event. In this 
case, when each woman drinks the water, it will be 
clarified that this was the water intended for her. The 
consensus among the halakhic authorities is that 
concerning matters of Torah law one may not claim 
retroactive clarification, but with regard to matters of 
rabbinic law one may do so.

 Administered the bitter water to her to drink 
through a palm fiber – ִסיב ָקה ּבְ  Rashi explains that :ִהׁשְ
the fiber here is similar to a straw, whereas the Arukh 
asserts that it is a spongy material from which the sota 
sucks water that has been absorbed in it. According 
to this understanding, this question is distinct from 
the following question of whether the sota may drink 
the water from a tube. Tosafot say that the question is 
whether, if the water of the sota was absorbed by a 
fiber and the sota swallowed the fiber, this is consid-
ered valid drinking after the fact.

 If some of the water spilled out and some of it 
remained – ֵמֶהן ְּיירּו  ּתַ ְוִנׁשְ ֵמֶהן  כּו  ּפְ  Rashi explains :ִנׁשְ
that this is describing one case, in which some of the 
water spilled out while the rest remained. According 
to the Tosefot HaRosh, however, these are two sepa-
rate cases: In one, some of the water spilled out but 
a majority remains. In the other, more serious case, 
most of the water spilled out and only a small amount 
remains. Some hold that at least a quarter-log must 
remain in any event, because as a rule, consumption 
of less than this amount is not considered drinking 
(Minĥat Kenaot).

 Two oaths, etc. – בּועֹות וכו׳ י ׁשְ ּתֵ  In his commentary :ׁשְ
on the Torah, Ibn Ezra explains that the priest does 
administer the oath to the woman twice, as the 
Gemara indicates here. However, the Ramban explains 
in his commentary on the Torah that there is only one 
oath. This is the ruling of the Rambam as well. The Sefat 
Emet challenges this understanding as Rabbi Zeira 
explicitly states that there are two oaths. The Ĥazon 
Yeĥezkel explains that Rav Ashi’s opinion is that there 
is only one oath, and this is the source of the opin-
ion of the Rambam and Ramban. Still, this is not the 
straightforward understanding of Rav Ashi’s statement, 
which seems concerned only with the wording of the 
oath, while accepting that there are in fact two oaths.

NOTES

 With regard to what does she say amen, amen – ִהיא ָמה   ַעל 
 Through the principle of extension of an oath, the :אֹוֶמֶרת ָאֵמן ָאֵמן
husband may have his wife include in her oath other cases as well. 
Not only did she not commit adultery with the man about whom 

she was warned, but neither did she do so with any other man, nor 
did she commit adultery even during the period of her betrothal 
(Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:17).

HALAKHA
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nor as a widow waiting for my yavamB  to perform levirate 
marriage, since a woman at that stage is prohibited from engag-
ing in sexual intercourse with any men, nor when married 
through levirate marriage to the yavam; amen that I did not 
become defi led, and if I did become defi led, may all these 
curses come upon me.

Rabbi Meir says that “amen, amen” means: Amen that I did 
not become defi led in the past, amen that I will not become 
defi ledH  in the future.

All agree that he may stipulate with her through this oath 
neither with regard to what she did before becoming be- 
trothedH  to him, nor with regard to what she will do aft er 
she becomes divorced from him.

Similarly, if a husband divorced his wife, and while divorced she 
secluded herself with another man and became defi led, and 
aft erward her husband took her back and remarried her, and 
he then warned her about a specifi c man, and she secluded 
herself, and she is now about to drink the water of the sota, he 
cannot stipulate with her that she take an oath that she did not 
become defi led during the period in which she was divorced. 
Th is is because her husband would become forbidden to her 
only if she had married another man aft er being divorced, not 
if she merely committ ed an act of promiscuity.

Th is is the principle:H  In every case where if she would 
engage in sexual intercourse with someone else she would 
not become forbidden to her husband due to this act, he 
may not stipulate with her that her oath include that act. Th e 
oath can include only cases in which she would be rendered 
forbidden to him.

gemara Rav Hamnuna says: In the case of 
a widow awaiting her yavamH  who 

committ ed adultery,N  she becomes forbidden to her yavam. 
From where is this derived? It is from the fact that the 
mishna teaches: Nor as a widow waiting for my yavam to 
perform levirate marriage, nor when married through levirate 
marriage.

Th e Gemara explains: Granted, if you say that a woman await-
ing levirate marriage who committ ed adultery is forbidden to 
the yavam, due to that reason a husband may stipulate with a 
sota that she take an oath that she did not commit adultery 
while she was awaiting levirate marriage with him. But if you 
say that such a woman does not become forbidden, how can 
a husband stipulate this with her? But didn’t we learn in the 
mishna that this is the principle: In every case where if she 
would engage in sexual intercourse with someone else she 
would not become forbidden to her husband due to this act, 
he may not stipulate with her that her oath include that act? 
Clearly she must become forbidden to the yavam if she commits 
adultery.

Th ey say in the West, Eretz Yisrael: Th e halakha is not in 
accordance with the opinion of Rav Hamnuna. A woman 
awaiting levirate marriage who commits adultery does not 
become forbidden to the yavam.
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ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ָאֵמן  ּוְכנּוָסה.  ָיָבם  ְוׁשֹוֶמֶרת 
י. ִנְטֵמאִתי, ְוִאם ִנְטֵמאִתי – ָיבֹואּו ּבִ

ּלֹא ִנְטֵמאִתי,  י ֵמִאיר אֹוֵמר: ָאֵמן ׁשֶ ַרּבִ
ֵמא. ּלֹא ֶאּטָ ָאֵמן ׁשֶ

לֹא  ּה  ִעּמָ ַמְתֶנה  ֵאין  ׁשֶ ִוין  ׁשָ ַהּכֹל 
ַאַחר  ַעל  ְולֹא  ְתָאֵרס  ּתִ ׁשֶ קֹוֶדם  ַעל 

ֵרׁש. ְתּגָ ּתִ ׁשֶ

ְך  ּכָ ְוַאַחר  ְוִנְטֵמאת  ְלֶאָחד  ָרה  ִנְסּתְ
ּה. ֶהֱחִזיָרּה – לֹא ָהָיה ַמְתֶנה ִעּמָ

ָהְיָתה  ְולֹא  ֵעל  ּבָ ּתִ ׁשֶ ל  ּכָ ָלל:  ַהּכְ ֶזה 
ּה. ֲאסּוָרה לֹו – לֹא ָהָיה ַמְתֶנה ִעּמָ

ָיָבם  ׁשֹוֶמֶרת  ַהְמנּוָנא:  ַרב  ָאַמר  גמ׳ 
אי?  ִמּמַ ִליָבָמּה.  ֲאסּוָרה   – ָתה  ִּזיּנְ ׁשֶ

ָקָתֵני: ׁשֹוֶמֶרת ָיָבם ּוְכנּוָסה. ִמּדְ

ּום  ִמּשׁ ֲאִסיָרה,  ָלָמא  ׁשְ ּבִ ָאְמַרת  ִאי 
א ִאי ָאְמַרת ָלא  ֲהָדּה. ֶאּלָ ָהִכי ַמְתֶנה ּבַ
ֲהָדּה? ְוָהְתַנן –  ֲאִסיָרה, ֵהיִכי ַמְתֶנה ּבַ
ֵהא  ֵעל ְולֹא ּתְ יּבָ ִאיּלּו ּתִ ל ׁשֶ ָלל: ּכָ ֶזה ַהּכְ

ּה! ֲאסּוָרה לֹו – לֹא ָהָיה ַמְתֶנה ִעּמָ

ַרב  ּכְ ִהיְלְכָתא  ֵלית  ַמַעְרָבא:  ּבְ ָאְמִרי 
ַהְמנּוָנא.

 A widow waiting for her yavam – ׁשֹוֶמֶרת ָיָבם: If a married man 
dies childless and is survived by one or more brothers, his widow 
is prohibited from marrying anyone else until one of the brothers, 
preferably the eldest, either performs levirate marriage or releases 
her by performing the ĥalitza ceremony. Until one of these 
procedures is done, the widow is bound to her late husband’s 
brothers by a bond known as a levirate bond. A woman subject 
to such a bond is known as a widow waiting for her yavam. The 
amora’im and tanna’im discuss the nature and strength of the 
levirate bond.

BACKGROUND

 Amen that I will not become defiled – ֵמא ֶאּטָ ּלֹא  ׁשֶ  The :ָאֵמן 
husband may stipulate that the woman include in her oath that 
she will not commit adultery in the future even if he divorces and 
remarries her. If she will commit adultery in the future after such 
an oath, the water of the sota will then evaluate her, in accor-
dance with the opinion of Rabbi Meir (Rambam Sefer Nashim, 
Hilkhot Sota 4:17).

 With regard to what she did before becoming betrothed, 
etc. – ְתָאֵרס וכו׳ ּתִ  The husband may not have the sota :ַעל קֹוֶדם ׁשֶ
include in her oath that she did not engage in sexual intercourse 
with another man before she was betrothed or during a period 
of divorce from him (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:17).

 This is the principle, etc. – ָלל וכו׳  This is the principle: A :ֶזה ַהּכְ
husband may stipulate that his wife include in her oath any case 
of adultery that would render her forbidden to him if she were 
guilty of it. He may not stipulate that she include in her oath any 
case that would not (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:17).

 A widow awaiting her yavam – ׁשֹוֶמֶרת ָיָבם: If a widow waiting 
for her yavam to perform levirate marriage commits adultery, she 
is permitted to the yavam, in accordance with the conclusion 
of the Gemara and contrary to the opinion of Rav Hamnuna 
(Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Yibbum VaĤalitza 2:20; Shulĥan 
Arukh, Even HaEzer 159:3).

HALAKHA

 A widow awaiting her yavam who committed adultery – 
ָתה ִּזיּנְ  The status of such a woman is discussed :ׁשֹוֶמֶרת ָיָבם ׁשֶ
in the Jerusalem Talmud as well. Although the Gemara here 

attributes a specific opinion to the inhabitants of Eretz Yisrael, 
this refers only to a particular Sage there.

NOTES
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Th e Gemara asks: But with regard to that which is taught in the 
mishna: Nor as a widow waiting for my yavam to perform levirate 
marriage, nor when married through levirate marriage, in accordance 
with whose opinion is this? It is in accordance with the opinion of 
Rabbi Akiva, who says: Betrothal does not take eff ect even for 
those who would be merely liable for violating ordinary prohibi-
tions were they to be married. All agree that betrothal does not take 
eff ect for forbidden unions that carry the punishment of karet, e.g., 
unions between siblings. However, according to Rabbi Akiva, in 
matt ers of personal status an ordinary Torah prohibition is equivalent 
to prohibitions that carry the punishment of karet. And he therefore 
holds that just as a wife who commits adultery, rendering her liable 
to receive karet, is forbidden to her husband and must be divorced, 
so too, a widow awaiting her yavam who commits adultery, violat- 
ing an ordinary Torah prohibition, is considered to be a woman 
forbidden to her yavam.N 

Rabbi Yirmeya raised a dilemma: If a man divorced his wife and 
then remarried her, and she then secluded herself and came to drink 
the water of a sota, what is the halakha as to whether a man in that 
situation may stipulate with her concerning their fi rst marriage?H  
May he compel her to include in her oath that she did not commit 
adultery then either? Similarly, may a yavam stipulate with his yevama 
concerning the marriage of his brother, requiring her to att est that 
she did not commit adultery prior to the brother’s death? What is 
the halakha?

Th e Gemara proposes: Come and hear evidence from the conclusion 
of the mishna: Th is is the principle: In every case where if she 
would engage in sexual intercourse with someone else she would 
not become forbidden to her husband due to this act, he may not 
stipulate with her that her oath include that act. One may therefore 
infer that he may indeed stipulate with her concerning any case in 
which she would become forbidden. In both of the cases in question 
the woman would have become forbidden to her husband if she had 
been guilty. Th erefore, the Gemara concludes: Indeed, conclude 
from the mishna that he is entitled to stipulate in these cases.

§ Th e mishna states: Rabbi Meir says that “amen, amen” means: 
Amen that I did not become defi led in the past, amen that I will not 
become defi led in the future. With regard to this it is taught in a 
baraita (Toseft a : ): When Rabbi Meir said: Amen that I will not 
become defi led in the future, he did not mean to say that if God 
knows that she will become defi led in the future, the water that she 
drinks now evaluates whether she will be unfaithful and passes judg-
ment on her from now. Rather, he meant that in the event that she 
becomes defi led in the future, the water that she drinks now will 
destabilize her and evaluate then whether she was unfaithful.

Rav Ashi raised a dilemma: What is the halakha as to whether a 
man may stipulate with his wife concerning a later marriage,H  in 
the event that he would divorce her and then remarry her? Do we say: 
Now, at least, if she remains faithful during this marriage, she is not 
forbidden to him? Or perhaps this includes a later marriage, as 
sometimes a man divorces his wife and remarries her, and if she 
then commits adultery she will become forbidden to him.

ָקָתֵני: ׁשֹוֶמֶרת ָיָבם ּוְכנּוָסה,  א ָהא ּדְ ֶאּלָ
ָאַמר: ֵאין  י ֲעִקיָבא ִהיא, ּדְ י? ַרּבִ ָהא ַמּנִ
י  ּוֵ ַחָּייֵבי ָלאִוין, ּוְמׁשַ ין ּתֹוְפִסין ּבְ ִקיּדּוׁשִ

י ֶעְרָוה. ָלּה ּכִ

ָאָדם  ַּיְתֶנה  ׁשֶ ַמהּו  ִיְרְמָיה:  י  ַרּבִ ֵעי  ּבָ
ּוֵאי  ִניּשׂ ַעל  ָהִראׁשֹוִנים?  ּוִאין  ִניּשׂ ַעל 

ָאִחיו, ַמהּו?

ֵעל ְולֹא  יּבָ ּתִ ל ׁשֶ ָלל: ּכָ ַמע, ֶזה ַהּכְ א ׁשְ ּתָ
ַמְתֶנה  ָהָיה  לֹא   – לֹו  ֲאסּוָרה  ֵהא  ּתְ
ַמְתֶנה.  ּה, ָהא ֲאִסיָרה – ָהִכי ַנִמי ּדְ ִעּמָ

ּה. ַמע ִמיּנָ ׁשְ

ּלֹא ִנְטֵמאִתי״  י ֵמִאיר אֹוֵמר: ָאֵמן ׁשֶ ״ַרּבִ
ֵמִאיר:  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  ׁשֶ ּכְ לֹא  ְנָיא,  ּתַ וכו׳. 
 – ֵמא  ּטָ ּתִ ִאם  ׁשֶ ֵמא,  ֶאּטָ ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ָאֵמן 
א,  ֶאּלָ יו.  ֵמַעְכׁשָ אֹוָתּה  ּבֹוְדִקין  ַמִים 
אֹוָתּה  ְמַעְרְעִרין  ַמִים  ֵמא  ּטָ ּתִ ִלְכׁשֶ

ּובֹוְדִקין אֹוָתּה.

ַעל  ָאָדם  ַּיְתֶנה  ׁשֶ ַמהּו  י:  ַאׁשִ ַרב  ֵעי  ּבָ
א ִמיָהא ָלא  ּתָ ּוִאין ָהַאֲחרֹוִנים? ָהׁשְ ִניּשׂ
ְמָגֵרׁש  יְלָמא ִזיְמִנין ּדִ ֲאִסיָרה ֵליּה, אֹו ּדִ

ָלּה ַוֲהַדר ַמֲהַדר ָלּה?

 And therefore she is considered to be a woman for-
bidden to her yavam – י ֶעְרָוה י ָלּה ּכִ ּוֵ  The Jerusalem :ּוְמׁשַ
Talmud suggests other reasons that a man may stipulate 
with his wife with regard to her time as a widow await-
ing levirate marriage to him. Some derive this from the 
stringent wording of the verse concerning the yevama: 

“The wife of the dead man shall not be married outside 
of the family to one not of his kin” (Deuteronomy 25:5), 
and explain that a widow awaiting levirate marriage 
who commits adultery is forbidden to her yavam. Others 
derive from the verse concerning the sota, which states 
twice: “And is jealous of his wife” (Numbers 5:14), that a 
man may warn even a woman who is only partially his 
wife, i.e., a yevama awaiting levirate marriage to him, who 
has a quasi-matrimonial relationship with him.

NOTES

 Concerning their first marriage, etc. – ּוִאין ָהִראׁשֹוִנים וכו׳  :ַעל ִניּשׂ
A man who divorced his wife and remarried her may compel 
her to include in her oath that she did not commit adultery 
during the first marriage. One who performed levirate marriage 
may compel the yevama to include in her oath that she did not 
commit adultery when married to his brother (Rambam Sefer 
Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 4:17).

 Concerning a later marriage – ָהַאֲחרֹוִנים ּוִאין  ִניּשׂ -The hus :ַעל 
band may stipulate that the sota include in her oath that the 
waters of a sota should evaluate even adultery she would 
commit after he divorces and remarries her, in accordance with 
the conclusion of the Gemara (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot 
Sota 4:17).

HALAKHA
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Th e Gemara answers: Come and hear evidence from the mishna: 
All agree that he may stipulate with her through this oath neither 
with regard to what she did before becoming betrothed to him, 
nor with regard to what she will do aft er she becomes divorced 
from him. And if while divorced she secluded herself with another 
man and became defi led, and aft erward her husband took her 
back and remarried her, he may not stipulate with her with regard 
to the period in which she was divorced, since that act does not 
render her forbidden to him. Th e Gemara infers: But if he remar-
ries her and she then becomes defi led, she would be forbidden to 
him. Th erefore, he may indeed stipulate with her in advance with 
regard to this. Th e Gemara states: Indeed, conclude from the 
mishna that this is so.

§ Th e Sages taught: Th e verse states: “Th is is the law of jealousy” 
(Numbers : ), indicating that the same law is to be carried
out in all cases of jealousy. Th is teaches that the woman drinks
and repeats,N H  i.e., she must drink a second time if she becomes a 
sota again.

Th e baraita continues: Rabbi Yehuda says: Th e word “this” in 
the verse is a restricting term, indicating that the woman does 
not drink and repeat. Rabbi Yehuda said: Th ere was an incident 
in which Neĥunya the ditch diggerP  testifi ed before us in the 
name of his teachers that the woman drinks and repeats, and we 
accepted his testimony with regard to two men, but not with 
regard to one man. Even if she drinks the water of a sota while 
married to her fi rst husband, she must drink again aft er violating a 
warning by her second husband. However, one husband cannot 
have his wife drink twice.

Th e baraita concludes: And the Rabbis say: Th e woman does not 
drink and repeat, whether with regard to one man or with regard 
to two men.

Th e Gemara asks: But according to the fi rst tanna of the baraita as 
well, isn’t it writt en in the verse: “Th is,” restricting the number of 
times a woman must drink? And according to the Rabbis men-
tioned later in the baraita as well, isn’t it writt en: “Th e law of 
jealousy,” amplifying the number of times a woman must drink 
to include all cases of jealousy?

Rava said: Diff erent halakhot apply to diff erent cases: With regard 
to one husband who accused his wife twice about one paramour, 
everyone agrees that the woman does not drink and repeat, 
having been proven innocent once, 

as it is writt en: “Th is is the law of jealousy.” Th e word “this” is a 
restricting term and excludes that possibility. With regard to two 
diff erent husbands and two diff erent paramours, where her fi rst 
husband suspected her with regard to one paramour during her 
fi rst marriage and the second husband suspected her with regard 
to a diff erent man during the second marriage, everyone agrees 
that the woman drinks and repeats, as it is writt en: “Th is is the 
law of jealousy,” in all cases of jealousy.

Th ey disagree when there is one husband and two paramours, i.e., 
where one husband warned her with regard to a second paramour 
aft er she survived her fi rst ordeal. Th ey also disagree in a case 
of two husbands and one paramour, i.e., if her second husband 
accused her with regard to the same paramour on account of whom 
she was compelled to drink by her fi rst husband.

ַמְתֶנה  ָהָיה  ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ִוין  ׁשָ ַהּכֹל  ַמע:  ׁשְ א  ּתָ
ְתָאֵרס ְולֹא ַעל ַאַחר  ּתִ ּה לֹא ַעל קֹוֶדם ׁשֶ ִעּמָ
ְוַאַחר  ְוִנְטֵמאת  ְלֶאָחד  ָרה  ִנְסּתְ ֵרׁש.  ְתּגָ ּתִ ׁשֶ
ה  ַיֲחִזיֶרּנָ ָהא  ַמְתֶנה.  ָהָיה  לֹא  ה –  ַיֲחִזיֶרּנָ ְך  ּכָ

ּה. ַמע ִמיּנָ ַמְתֵני. ׁשְ ֵמא ָהִכי ַנִמי ּדְ ְוִתיּטָ

ד,  ְמַלּמֵ  – ָנאֹת״  ַהּקְ ּתֹוַרת  ״זֹאת  ַנן:  ַרּבָ נּו  ּתָ
ה ׁשֹוָתה ְוׁשֹוָנה. ָ ָהִאּשׁ ׁשֶ

ה  ָ ָהִאּשׁ ֵאין  ׁשֶ  – ״זֹאת״  אֹוֵמר:  ְיהּוָדה  י  ַרּבִ
ה  ַמֲעׂשֶ ְיהּוָדה:  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  ְוׁשֹוָנה.  ׁשֹוָתה 
ה  ָ ָהִאּשׁ יִחין, ׁשֶ ְוֵהִעיד ְלָפֵנינּו ְנחּוְנָיא חֹוֵפר ׁשִ
ים,  ֵני ֲאָנׁשִ ׁשְ ְלנּו ֵעדּותֹו ּבִ ׁשֹוָתה ְוׁשֹוָנה, ְוִקיּבַ

ִאיׁש ֶאָחד. ֲאָבל לֹא ּבְ

ה ׁשֹוָתה ְוׁשֹוָנה,  ָ ַוֲחָכִמים אֹוְמִרים: ֵאין ָהִאּשׁ
ים. ֵני ֲאָנׁשִ ׁשְ ין ּבִ ִאיׁש ֶאָחד ּבֵ ין ּבְ ּבֵ

ַנן  ְוַרּבָ ״זֹאת״!  ָהְכִתיב:  ַנִמי  א  ַקּמָ א  ְוַתּנָ
ִתיב: ״ּתֹוַרת״! ְתָרֵאי ַנִמי ָהא ּכְ ּבַ

 – ֶאָחד  ּובֹוֵעל  ֶאָחד  ִאיׁש  ּבְ ָרָבא:  ֲאַמר 
ה ׁשֹוָתה  ָ ֵאין ָהִאּשׁ ִליִגי ּדְ י ָעְלָמא ָלא ּפְ כּוּלֵ ּדְ

ְוׁשֹוָנה,
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ֵני בֹוֲעִלין –  ים ּוׁשְ ֵני ֲאָנׁשִ ׁשְ ְכִתיב: ״זֹאת״. ּבִ ּדִ
ׁשֹוָתה  ה  ָ ָהִאּשׁ ּדְ ִליִגי  ּפְ ָלא  ָעְלָמא  י  כּוּלֵ ּדְ

ְכִתיב: ״ּתֹוַרת״. ְוׁשֹוָנה, ּדִ

ֵני  ׁשְ ֵני בֹוֲעִלין, ּבִ ִאיׁש ֶאָחד ּוׁשְ ִליִגי – ּבְ י ּפְ ּכִ
ים ּובֹוֵעל ֶאָחד. ֲאָנׁשִ

 Drinks and repeats – ְוׁשֹוָנה  :The Maharit asks :ׁשֹוָתה 
Given that the halakha is in accordance with the 
opinion of Rabbi Meir that a man may stipulate with 
his wife with regard to adultery in the future, why 
would one ever need to have his wife drink a second 
time? Her initial drinking should be proof of her future 
fidelity. Some answer that this would be necessary if 
the husband himself committed adultery before she 
did, which would prevent the water of the sota from 
examining his wife, and after he repents, he wants 
her to drink again (see Keren Ora and Meromei Sadeh). 
Others explain that it would be necessary in the case 
of a woman whose punishment was initially delayed 
due to her merit, and whose husband therefore wished 
that she drink a second time (see Sefat Emet). Yet others 
say that the stipulation with regard to the fidelity of 
the sota in the future is not mandatory; in the event 
that the husband does not include it initially, he may 
have her drink again in the future (Minĥat Ĥinnukh).

NOTES

 Drinks and repeats – ְוׁשֹוָנה  If a man warned :ׁשֹוָתה 
his wife concerning another man, and after secluding 
herself with him she drank the waters of a sota and 
was found innocent, the husband may not compel her 
to drink a second time due to suspicion with regard 
to the same man. However, he may compel her to 
drink a second time if he suspects her with regard 
to another man. If a sota who drank waters of a sota 
and was found innocent was widowed or divorced 
and remarried another man, and her new husband 
suspects her with regard to the same man that the 
first husband suspected, he may compel her to drink 
a second time on that man’s account (Rambam Sefer 
Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 1:12–13).

HALAKHA

 Neĥunya the ditch digger – יִחין ׁשִ חֹוֵפר   This :ְנחּוְנָיא 
Sage lived at the time of the Second Temple and was 
an officer of the Temple. He was responsible for dig-
ging pits and wells for the benefit of the pilgrims and 
residents of Jerusalem. The Talmud relates a miracle 
that happened to his daughter when she fell into a 
large pit in Jerusalem and was saved. The Gemara also 
mentions elsewhere that God judges great people like 
him very exactingly.
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